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Introduction:
My parentssurvived Nazi Germany.

My f a t hnamrediaseandclosefamily cameto Chicagointactin 1938whenhewas17. He
servedn the US ArmyduringWorld War Ilin the PhilippinesandNew Guinea.

My motherleft herparentsaandsisterin Germanyin 1937atagel6 andcameto live in Chicago
with heraunt, uncle andthreecousins Her parentsandsister,unableto getexit passesperished
in adeathcamp.

My parentametafterthewarin Chicagoandmarriedin 1946. | wasbornin 1947, my brother
Lesterin 1952.

This is a journal of my 2011 trip to ancestral villages in Germany wstmamary of the
genealogy efforts which led to it.

+ o+ + + 4+

| havedone genealogyn andoff, for thelastthirty years moreintenselyin my five yearsof
retirement My primaryfamily treesarefor the Aron, Speier Wirth, RosenbuschKander
HeilbronandHirschfamilies.

My paternalg r a n d m ommaidemami@vsasWirth. | built theWirth family treewith helpfrom
severaimemberof hergeneratiorandGustav Schellagkanarchivistin theirhometown of
Gemunden Regardinghe Aron family, my father recalled little.The primaryinformationl| had
onthe Aron family camefrom awonderfulbut limited family registerfrom my great
grandfatherSamuelAron. Had | been more interested when my grandparents were alive, |
would have much more information.

My motherneverwantedto talk muchabouther SpeierandRosenbusckfamilies, giventhe loss
of her parents and sisteAs aresult,| almostneveraskedquestion®nthattopici in respecof
herfeeling® andmine. As far asl knew,mymo t h sunvigrgfamily wasvery small,
numberingess thariwenty. After shedied,| connectedvith Mark Gordon Howard Heilbrunn
and othercousinswho hadput significant effort intduilding family trees When all the
information wasventualljcombined hundreds of my mot her ds

| alsohadlargelyput my headin the sandwhenit cameto learningaboutthe Holocaust. |
avoidedthe pain. When my mother died in 2002, | foungbacketof lettersshe receivedtfom
hermotherin Germanyin 193839, a periodwhenthe Nazi persecution escalated. | did not try
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to read theni | could not handle it. Seven years later, a year after my father dosk them
out of their little box.| knewreadingthemwould be painful, butthey had waited long enough
Then ¢é f r us unabdeto ieadihedold Gdrmamvatimg andherpenmanship.

| hadcometo know HansPeterKlein throughan introduction by Mark GordonHansPeteris a
nonJewishteachein GermanywhoseavocationandpassiorareGermanJewishgenealogyand
history. He hadbecomeaninternetcollaboratorandfriend. He is amostgenerousndgiving
mensch.Whenl askedhim if heknewof someonevho couldtranscribeheletters,he
immediatelyofferedto doit andl gratefullyaccepted.

In the earlylettersmy grandmother gave motherly advice to her distant daughter, reported on
local news andmtimistically planredto leaveGermany In the last letters she was trapped

fear and desperation. It was very, very sad to read them and terrible to think about what my
mother went through as she received them and they eventually stopped coming.

The letters opened the enwial door for mé | was finally ready to deal with that time in my
famil yés history. | tovgo totGermany t@eenkyn of va mm ol ri ee. s Ol
their cemeteriessearchthearchivesandpersonallycome to gripswith all my feelingsasa child

of Holocaustsurvivors. This wasto beasummerof discovey.

+ o+ + + 4+

July, 2011wasmostconvenienfor HansPeter-- | neededo meethim andthankhim in person

for all hishelp. Logistically, | brokemy trip into threesegmentspne the cluster of towni the
stateof Hesserwheremy mot her 6 s famd ,| yf @wmr i gy twWadreslhe r 6 s
the stateof RheinlandPfalz

On seeing this plan, Hai®eterofferedto accompanynein Hesserwherehelives andinvited
meto stayathishome. | was delighted.Thenthe kicker:hesaidthathewould like to join me
for therestof thetrip aswell, sincehehad close connections to the other regiddansPeted s
participation made this trip much more than it could have been without him. | am forever
grateful.

| am an experienced vacation and business traveler. This trip wafrbusiness trip | had
several goals that | was interested in accomplishing and, while | was open to sightseeing, it was
not my purposeTheplanningand arranging were challenging

SherylSachmgn a cousin, had visited her motherds
suggestedhat! would get more from my visit | hadalocal guidein eachtown. The first

challenge:| hadidentified over20 ancestratownsthat | might visit, but hadnly two contacts

in Germany HansPeterandSabineBorlinghaus anotheresearchethat HansPeterhad
introducedwhenl first mentionedhavingfamily from RheinlandPfalz

Sabine g Assistant to the Myorof asmalltown. Herpassions Jewishgenealogyandhistory,
especiallyin theregionof Bad Kreuznachwhich is near where some of my family live8he
hastakenphotosof everyJewishgravein Bad Kreuznachandhasspentmuch timeatthe
archivesandcollectedsubstantiainformationusefulto otherresearchersShewasvery helpful
in sharinginformationwith meoverthelastyearandwhenl mentionedhis trip, shearranged
contactsandour hotel.
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Through HandPeteb s and Sabineds effort and my own net
who would help us in the towns of FrickhofédemindenGuxhagenMande| Melsungen
Meudtand Neuwied They all proved to be marvelous.

| was also interested in visiting archives and finding original records of births, marriages and

deaths, possibly of relatives Idhan 6t yet i denti fi ed. The second
appropriate archives for the townsstablishing contact, and communicating clearly what

information | wanted. A combination of internet research and help from Sabine led to contacts at
four archives in KoblenzNeuwiedand Simmern

The third challenge was putting all these people and places into a manageable schedule. This
was easier given my experience setting up business trips, but stig priocess. But it did come
together nicely.

The fllowing family pedigree chart and maps are intended to provide some perspective for the
trip.

! Thiswasnotaseasyasit sounds.Germanyhasa complexnetworkof archivesatthelocal, regionalandnational
level, with someoverlapof documentbetweerthem. At oneof thearchiveswe foundanarchivedirectoryordered
by towni agreatresourcdor anygenealogist.
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Pedigree Chart for
Dennis Aron

Samus Aran

Zaloman Aron

b: 2T May 1856in Neuwied
d: 08 Jan 1917 in Koblenz

Faly Aron
b: 06 Feb 1852 inlmmendorf
d: 05 May 1964 inChicago

| Karoline Katia Hallbron

b: 14 May 1820
d: 15 Dec 1889 in N euwied

Agdedheald Jasobi

b:
d: 21 Aug 1853 in Newwisd

Jaiob Hallbron

b: 12May 1854in Frickhofen
d: 0T Jul 1540in Chicage

Frad 3 Aron

b: 16 Mar 1521 inlmmendorf
d: 19 May 20308 in Evanston

Harman Wirkh

b D& Mar 1821 inFrickhofen
d: 16 Jul 1855 inlmmendorf

ara Mixhel

b 22 Ot 153D inlmmendorf
d: 18 Dec 1863 in N euwied

Leapaid Wiirth

b: 12 Auwg 1871 in Gemiinden
d: 05 Feb 15957 in Chicage

Sadima Wirth
b: 03 Apr 1858 in Gemiindan
d: 01 Mar 1282 inLos Angeles

| Miina Hirceh

b: 10 Awg 1835
d: 26 Feb 19159 in Gemiindan

Hanrists Lob

b: 14 Jul 1842 inBosenbacham ...
d: 08 Feb 1520 in Gemiindan

le-aao Hircoh 0

b: 27 Dec 18T5in Mands]
d: 18 Aug 1912 in Gemiinden

Dennic Aron
b: 13 Sep 1947 in Chicago

ac

Eanush 3PEIER

b: 05 May 1840 inMandel
o 08 May 1505 inMandel

Johsnna Schosmsid

b: 10 Jun 184E in Stein- ...
d: 10 Jun 1526 in Mandel

Lsdmann 3PEIER

b: 38 Apr 1850 in Guxhagen
d: 130¢ct 1918in Guethagen

Lewl 3psdar
b: 07 Ot 1885 inGuothagen
d: 25 Neov 1941 inkowno, Lithuania

| Bscechen dpsiar

b: 03 Dec 1805 in Guxhagen
d: 24 Jul 1530 in Guxhagen

Radohsl Plat

b:Abt. 181%in Obervarschuste.. .
d 22 Oct 1882 inGunchagen

Earush Ipsier

b: 17 Oet 1858in Guxhagen
d: 12Feb 1518in Gixchagen

Hiide 3psier
b: 24 Apr 1521 in Borken
d: 15 Mew 2002

b: 08 Mow 1825 in Guxchagen
d: 10 Jun 1884 in Guxhagen

Miinchean Heinamann

b: Abt. 1823in Ziegenhain
d: 17 Sep 150132 in Guthagen

Herz Hapihall Rocsnbucsh

Franzicka Rocsnbucch
b: 11Ot 1892 inBorken
d: 25 Neov 1941 inkowno, Lithuania

| Jahanna Kander

b: 11 Jan 1817

Jored Rocsnbucsh d: 19 Feb 1507 in Borken
b: 12 Feb 1854 in Borken
d: 16 Jul 1524 Frommad 34srn

b: Abt. 1818

d: 12 Aug 1872

Lalcar Kandar

b: 16 Sep 1861 in Rieds
d: 130¢t 1938in Borken

b:Abt. 1815in Riede
d: 2% Mar 1887 in Ried=

Falichan Guinsim

b:Abt. 1824
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Ebernberg in the south.
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6-Jul

| landed inFrankfurtearly in the morning. My first meeting was that morning Witbnica
Kingreenof the Fritz Bauerlnstitut, who as part of her duties does projects for the Jewish
Museum She is a historian and author with an emphasis on the Jewish community in the
of Hesserbefore and during the Holocaust. | had contributed family pictures to a web site
(www.beforethe-holocaust.ngtshe developed showing the family life of the Jews before the
Holocaust and | wanted to meet her.

Shetold me aboumy grandparenttevi andFranziskaSpeierandaunt,Ursel Speier their 1939
move from their home iBorken a hotbed of Nazism, to Frankfamd finally ofther
deportationwhich took them tdahe Kaunasdeathcampin Lithuania | had not beeawareof
any of this but their final fate. Sheok meto the NeuerBorneplatzMemorial (of which | was
also unawareon thewall of the Old JewishCemeteryin Frankfurt,which was in use from 127.
to 1828. The memoria@onsistof 11,000bronzeblockssetinto thewall, eachinscribedwith
the nameof a FrankfurtJewwho wasdeportedandmurderedduringthe reign of Naziterror.
She directed me to the blocks for my family (again, | had no idea of the memorial or that
family was remembered there) and respectfully waited at a distance.

This was avery emotional start to the trip. Seeing this memorial to my family amid the 11,
was shocking and overwhelming. It is one thing to know that your family perishade
another to feel ithatway inthatplace. | shed tears then and at other ganfithe trip, but that
level of emotion, continued for the entire trip, would not have bearable.

Monica took me then for a soothing lunch and small talk on the main square of Frahkfurt
needed to calm down. After we parted, | dravélelsungerwhere | would connect with
HansPeterafter a couple of nights at a bed and breakfast he had arranged. Thankfully, tt
of the trip would be less emotional.
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http://www.before-the-holocaust.net/

-

5 Memorial Blocksfor my grandparents Franziska (Fraenze)and Levi Speier, L e v $eoadcousinMoses
Max Speier,and my aunt Ursel Speier. Theb ot t o m | dontbe thileRstogesindicatesthe original
destination of the transport on which they were sent. For somereason,it wasredirected to Kaunas death
campin Lithuania where all the passengers were murdered three days after leaving Frankfurt

7-Jul Melsungen Home of HansPeterKlein. He was on holiday until-8ul. This was aastday. |
needed the time to recover from travel
Melsungen, a nice town with a very pretty square.

8-Jul I metup with HansPeter akafi P i wha@wasto bemy fellow travelerfor theremaindeiof the
trip. As we traveled together, | learned that, in addition to his genealogy and history wiark
very activein therestoratiorandmemorializatiorof Jewishsitesin Hesserandassistingamily

8 © 2011 Dennis Aron



researcherbke me.| stayedwith Pit'sfamily for threenights.

Guxhagen homeof Levi Speier my maternalgrandfatheandthe six prior generation®f
Speiersandhomeof Beile Katz Speier my 3¢ great grandmotheandthe prior threegenerations
of Katzes.

We metwith GunnarRichter, Director of the BreitenauMemorial atthe edgeof Guxhagen
Breitenaus a Holocaustmemorialorganizatiorfoundedby the University of Kassel It includes
apermanenexhibition,areferencdibrary, andanarchive.lt is housedn aformermonastery,
prisonandearlyconcentratiortamp(19331934)andlatera so-callededucationalvork camp
(Arbeitserziehungslagei9401945).

Mr. Richtershowedusa presentatioron the persecutiorof the Jewsthathe developedand
would soonbe presenting It related some dhe specific horrors for the Jewits Germanyin the
1930sandthe currentstatusof formersynagoguede further opened my eyes to the evil of
Kristallnacht. While therd,reviewed and took photos afchivalrecordsstoredat the
memorial.

6 This Photographis in the Stadtarchiv Kasse| Bestand E 4.(Kassel City Archive File E 4)It isincluded in
Mr. Ri c h tpreser@iasion. It showsthe sceneoutsidethe centerand synagogue of the orthodox &wish
community of Kasselthe morning after Kristallnacht November9i 10,1938

In Guxhagenthereis a nicely restoredsynagoguavith memorialdisplayson the secondloor
wherewomenprayed. While thereis a currentJewishcommunityin nearbyGudensbergor
reasons | diteywéreunablatanegotmteuseaf the synagogudor their

congregation Howevertheydo useit anumberof timesduringthe year. Restoratiorof the
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9-Jul

10

synagoguandestablishmenof the memorialwasa projectin which Pit wasinvolved.

7 The restored Guxhagensynagoguesanctuary.

We took photosat the GuxhagenlewishCemeteryandlookedfor homesof thefamily. | would
takephotosof gravesin eachof the cemeteriesve would visit. My purposewasto gather
informationon birth anddeathdatesandmaidennamesto identify family memberghatmay
havebeenmissedby prior researctandto havethe photofor therecord. Overtime,thestones
erodeandbecomdessandlesslegible. Thecemeterywaslocked,but Pit hadgottenthekey
from theauthorities. It wasfairly overgrownandmany ofthe stonesverealreadydeteriorated.

Borken: Homeof FranziskaRosenbusclspeier my maternalgrandmotheandthe prior five
generation®f the Rosenbuschamily.

Therearetwo Jewishcemeterieshat servedorken theold, in service from the mid 6"

century 7.5 kilometers awain thefarmvillage of Haarhauseandthe new, in service from the
late 19" century in Borken. Many of the older cemeteries we saw were a distance from tow
understand that these locations were those that were affordable for the Jewish community
idea of going 7.5 kilometers, especially in t&n withsomeprobably on foot, must have been
quite arduous for the mourners, their friends and their family.

We arrived in Borkemn Shabbossothe cemeteriesverelocked. With no flexibility to
scheduldor anotherday, | had no alternative, seith Pit standingwatch,l scaledthefencesat
eachof themandtook picturesof graves. We endedup makingtwo trips to Haarhauserasthe
first was aborted becausg werenot surehow the farmerworking nearthe gatewould react to
my gateclimbing. Haarhausehadmanygraves put, aswe foundat mostcemeteriesthe oldest
stonesverebadlydeteriorated.The stonesn the newcemeterywerein excellentshape,
includingthoseof my greatgrandparents]oseprandJohann&anderRosenbusch A few
stones were overgrown with thorny shrubs which made taking photos a painful experience
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Other than that, the cemetery was very nicely maintained. This was odd: do the catbiake
that no one wants to see who is buried in those graves?

8 [translation of the German] Here restsmy dear husband,our goodcaring father JosefRosenbuschborn 12
Feb 1854,died 15 Jul 1924

9 [translation of the German] Here restsin peaceour dear mother JohannaRosenbuschborn Kander, born
16 Sep1861,died 13 Oct 1936

10 The overgrowth made it hard to read somgravestones

In town, wetriedin vainto find mymo t h leousé. SWe knew the address, thedtreet
numberingsystemchangedafterthewar, sowe couldn'tfind it. We hada pictureof whatl
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believedto betheir homeandwalkedthe neighborhoodooking unsuccessfullyor houseghat
matchedWe found someseniorcitizenswho rememberethe Rosenbuschdsut notthe Speiers.

MM a& Y2GKSNRa FlLYAte Ay FNRYyG 2F 6KIFG L 0StAS@S ¢

Continuing ouguest, ve wentto thevillage hall to find old village maps. Theydid nothave
them butreferredusto alocal researcher who ended hing theinformatiorf.

My goalin finding the exactlocationis to commissiorplacemenbf memorialStolpersteing

° After note: The Speiehome was razed in 1971 and stood exactly where we spoke to the senior citizensarBelow
photos obtained postrip by Pit from Heinrich Brozan archivist in Borkertaken in 197 &t theh o0 m eddess,
proving thatthe original photo was taken at the Speier home:
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While atthevillage hall, the managenf thearchivalrecordswasvery niceandprovidedcopies
of severafamily birth andmarriagerecordsincluding the birth certificate of my grandmother
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12 Birth Record, obtained at Borken Village Hall, of Franziska Rosenbuschmy grandmother, born
11 Oct 1893 signed by her father. On the upper left are annotations from 1938 and 1949. Here is a

rough translation:

Borken, December 27,1938th
According to §2 of thesecondregulation for implementing the Law of 17" August 1938 Reich Law

Gazette,page1044)on control of the family name andfirst name approved December 23 1938
effective 1January 1939 the adjacent person assumetie additional name Sara’.

3 Literally stumblingblocks. Thesearebronzememorialpavingblocksplacedin front of the formerhomesof
victims andsurvivorsasreminderssothatpassersbyvill alwaysremember.Seehttp://www.stolpersteine.confiér a
descriptionof this projectof artistGunter DemnigAlso see figure 3 for anexample.In each town there are

volunteers who keep the blocks clean and polished.

“In August, 1938The Reich Minister of the Interior decreed that all Jewish men residing in Germany and bearing
names not recognizable as "Jewish" must adopt the middle namel."ISewish women were required to take the
middle name "Sarah.Note the annotation that the name adoption was voided in 1949.
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http://www.stolpersteine.com/

The registrar representative
Hahn

Borken, 2 March 1949.
The precedingmarginal note of 27thDecember 1938s deleted
The registrar

Riede homeof Johann&anderRosenbuschmy greatgrandmotherandthe prior five
generation®f the Kanderfamily.

Riedeisatinyvillage. The Ri ede Jews 6 dGberwrsohigdewishb ur i
cemetery, 12.5 kilometers from Riede.

Thereis anewmemorialto the Riedevictims of the HolocaustandJewishCommunity. In
describingheJewishc o0 mmu ncontriguéiasito village life it mentionsAron Kanter(oneof
thevariousspellingsof the namg my 3" greatgrandfatherwho wasanaldermarof thevillage.
Pit wasinvolvedin the establishmendf thememorial. AronKant er 6 s | ar ge h
adjacent to the memorial.

13 Memorial Tablet

In honor of the persecuted Jewish citizens and to the admonition and memory dfe victims of National Socialism. For
many centuries the Jewish community was a vital part of our community and was extinguished in a short period of
National Socialism.

Jewishfellow citizens livedin Riedefrom the 17th to the 20thCentury. They were merchantsand traders. There wasan

14
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10-Jul

15

"Israelite” education systenin the 19thCentury Mr. Aaron Kanter wasa" community member", which has the same
importance as today's town councimember.

At least eightnative fellow Riedecitizenswere killed in concentration camps Theseare:

(Hanette) Scheunchen Ferseee Kander, Bernhard Schlesinger merchant, Nathan Heinemann Hedwig Heinemann,
Louis Kander, cattle dealer, Recha Kander nee GriinewaldRosa Frankenbergnee Kander, Julius Heinemann, Merchant

[Of the eight, four were Kander family members.]

Melsungen Homeof lise SternBeissingermymo t h fest ddissin,andthe prior generations
of theSternfamily. | | se was one of the few members
and her husband Heinz left Germany and made Israel their home sifeentiiitler came to

power. Yet, they still loved Germany and after the war guegmeredkachyearin Melsungen
and stayed with Il sebs familybés fahilgse fr

Pit unexpectedlyarranged nicevisit with the Reinemundamily. We saw Dr. Gerhard
Reinemund, son of I1lsebf6s friend, and his
she had passed away earlier that year. The Reinemuamegracious hosts and quite fond of
their old Jewish friends. They spoke warmly of their annual visits. Their college age son <
history and was outspoken on the horrors of the Nazis. Hopefully his interest and outrage
representative of his geration of Germans.

Obervorschiitz. The ObervorschitdewishCemeterywasusedby the Jewsof severatowns
includingRiedeandGudensberglt is largeandin reasonablyoodcondition. Luckily Pit had a
chart of the cemetery so we could find some of the graves of interest.

14 Documentation of the Obervorschiitzemetery prepared by a local researcher
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11-Jul  We traveled this daffom Melsungenn Hesserto Neuwiedin RheinlandPfalz We made one
stop in Polch

Polch: Thiswasthehomeof Leo Hoenigd snother Leo isoneof my genealogycollaborators
related by marriageyho wrote anextensivegenealogicahistory of many Jewish familias this
partof Germany.He suggestedisiting his cousinsHeinzKahnandinge Kahn Both in their
late 80s, thy were warm and gracious hostheyareHolocausttampsurvivors,Heinz of
Auschwitz;Inge of TheresienstadtHeinzwasin theundergroundeffort at Auschwitz. Their
familiesreturnedo Germany after the war as their fatheeseconfidentsucha horrorcould
neveragainhapperthere They had not met before the war, but apparently Inge had kabwn
Heinzand A had h e rThegmgetirsGemmnanyafier their ceturn and marriedHeinzis
aretiredveterinariarandcurrentlycoordinateghe careandadministratiorfor 100 Jewish
cemeteriesn theKoblenzregion. He told us of thgrowingJewishcommunity,mostlyfrom
Russiawith little trainingin Jewishtraditions?

12-Jul  Neuwied Homeof SamuelAron, my great grandfather and the prior 4 generations

Our guidein thecity wasRolf Wiist the headof DeutschisraelischerFreundeskreitNeuwied
(NeuwiedGermanlsraelicircle of friends) He has led the effoih gathering information on the
Neuwied victims of the Holocaust airsstalling Stolpersteingsee footnoté on page 3) in the
formerNeuwiedJewishneighborhoodsRolf is aretiredEnglishteacher.He was a warm,
enthusiastic and knowledgeable guide.

15 A Stolpersteineplacedin the pavementin front of the homeof my greatg r a n d f adcdndcoudiren

°Afterword: Janet Isenburg@nother descendant of this regiaro was also introduced by Leo &g sent mehe

followingnot e after reading that we visited the Kahns: il d
Kahmbs foyer? |1t belonged to Heinzds fhedmlloveyforitdden he cam
finally found it in a neighborés barn. The neighbor i n:
generations. Heinz said Altés mine and | cafamilprove it .
photos. Thatoés how they got the piece back. o

® Thefamily took onthe Aron namein 1846whenthe Frenchunder Napoleokontrolledthe portionof Germany
westof the RhineRiver. Up until this time the Jewsusedno surnamedut wereidentifiedby theirf a t manres 6
Forexample Samuel sonof Salomornwould beknownasSamuelSalomon. The Frenchrequiredthattheyuseself
selectecsurnamesMy 3" grandfathed s s o n sSaldmeraral @issmanmiron. We havea copyof thename
changeregisterfrom Gemunderwhich clearlylists eachJewandtheir names beforandafterthe changeHopefully
the archives hold such documents for Neuveird the other villages.
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